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Message from our Associate
Dean for Research Dean

The year 2020 provided an abundance of unexpected challenges and opportunities
for public health research. Here at the Texas A&M School of Public Health (SPH),

our researchers were continuously engaged in a variety of new and ongoing

initiatives that leveraged our cross-disciplinary research expertise and public health

acumen to generate new knowledge and support the public health response to

COVID-19 at local, national, and global levels. While many of us immediately think
about epidemiology, particularly how to limit disease spread, as a critical role of

public health in pandemic response, our SPH researchers were also creatively

engaged in assuring resilience of communities and were applying their research to

design safer spaces for campus and community events, conducting ergonomic
assessments to support remote office worker safety, and strategic planning for
healthcare leaders who were facing unprecedented demands for healthcare

resources.
Among the highlights for SPH during 2020:

* SPH welcomed a new permanent Dean, Dr. Shawn G. Gibbs. Dean Gibbs arrived
just as most Texas A&M’s campus operations were moving to remote locations;
his research expertise in industrial hygiene and interrupting highly infectious
diseases was particularly fortuitous as SPH was quickly asked to lead many of the

campus and community response efforts!

* 65 new external grants and contracts were awarded to SPH researchers, totaling

$7,421,288.

» Despite the pandemic, our researchers continued to present their research in

scholarly forums, including 54 poster and 79 conference presentations
» SPH faculty and student research awards were presented to recognize

exceptional research contributions, with our 15th annual Jean Brender Student

Poster Contest and Symposium quickly moved to an on-line format to

accommodate COVID-19 protocols

SPH Research Statistics

Calendar Year

2019 2020

Total Research Expenditures S 6,767,963 | § 7,847,891
Total Grants and Contracts 119 114
Federal 72 70

State 18 16
Internal (TAMU/SPH) 8 8
Foundations/Private 10 9
Contracts 11 11
Peer-Reviewed Publications 201 201
Presentations 154 54
Posters 106 79
SPH Faculty* 48 49

*Count of all tenured, tenure-track and research-track faculty
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Texas A&M University School of
Public Health COVID-19
Response



https://covid19-modeltrac.shinyapps.io/TX-BV-ModelTrac/

Translating Public Health

Research into Practice

® Drs. Angela Clendenin and Rebecca Fischer led the COVID-
19 operations center, which provided contact tracing,
outbreak monitoring, and operationalized testing resources
to support continuity of University operations. Many SPH
students were able to gain practical experience through their
work in the operations center

® Drs. Hongwei Zhao, Murray Cote, Tiffany Radcliff,
Rebecca Fischer, and Marcia Ory formed a "Public Health
Modeling Group" that included researchers from multiple
components of Texas A&M and the Texas A&M System. They
used publicly-reported data to track and predict COVID-19
cases and hospitalizations in local areas. Their work
culminated in an automated dashboard that remains active
even as vaccinations increase and hospitalizations and
fatalities decline.

® Drs. Mark Benden, Angela Clendenin, Shawn Gibbs,
Rebecca Fischer and Tiffany Radcliff worked with campus
leaders to adjust seating, cleaning, air exchange,
quarantine and other protocols to facilitate safety
on campus

® SPH faculty (too many to list here!) provided
quick turnaround interviews and commentaries based on
their expertise that were disseminated in The
Conversation and other popular media outlets

COVID-19 Conversations

SPH launched the "COVID Conversations” series,
which highlighted the role of public health tools in
understanding and responding to the pandemic.

1,000+
views



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=23DYdb3tRqk
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SPH Welcomes Shawn G.
Gibbs as new Dean in 2020

The Texas A&M University School of Public

Health certainly had an eventful 2020. TAMU SPH
helped lead the COVID-19 response for Texas A&M and
were valued partners to the Texas A&M System and
many surrounding communities.

Upon his arrival in May 2020, Dean Shawn

Gibbs was appointed by the Provost at TAMU to lead
numerous TAMU response efforts including a
wastewater sampling program at Texas A&M to monitor
and predict COVID-19 hotspots on campus and serving
on a committee for the SEC's COVID-19 response for
athletic events, and then was appointed TAMU COVID-
19 response lead when Provost Fierke departed. “The
SPH has risen to the occasion in the past year, |

can’t speak highly enough of the COVID-19 response
efforts from our students, faculty and staff,”

Gibbs said. “About a third of our faculty at the School
of Public Health pivoted to COVID-19 response efforts
to help our university, our community and our state
navigate the pandemic. Tons of our students, staff,
and faculty volunteered to run vaccination and
testing events. | was there with them,

collecting saliva, wiping down tables and

directing traffic. They all worked incredibly hard.” Our
Faculty, Staff, and Students worked diligently to
protect others within our communities and the nation
throughout the pandemic, and through it all we
continued to push forward our Scholarship.

During 2020, for TAMU SPH has also had many non-
COVID-19 related successes. SPH completed

our strategic planning process, moved forward on
many new research initiatives extending beyond
pandemic response, including new investments to
strengthen research support structures, graduate
student support, and incentives for the

School. Faculty within SPH had great success this past
year in a variety of initiatives, including nutritional
interventions in South Texas, engaging Spanish
speaking communities in their community mental
health, preparing for natural disasters, and
investigation of Medicaid waivers. The SPH fiscal
situation has also greatly improved providing us funds
to invest in our people, new people, and

new initiatives.




New Research in
2020



Grow It Yourself: The
Effect of Hydroponic
Vegetable Gardening on

Improving Quality of Life
in Cancer Patients and
Their Caregivers

Can indoor hydroponic vegetable
gardening improve the quality of life
in cancer patients and their
caregivers? Taehyun Roh, PhD
received the Center for Health and
Nature Innovation Award to examine,
for the first time, the feasibility of
the hydroponic vegetable gardening
as an intervention strategy in cancer
patients. Twenty-five patients and
their caregivers from the outpatient
infusion center at the Houston
Methodist Cancer Center will be
provided hydroponic vegetable
gardening systems to grow lettuce
and grape tomatoes for 12 weeks.
During the 12 weeks the level of
depression, health-related quality of
life, pain management and vegetable
consumption will be assessed through
questionnaires.

Read more:

Lasting Change:
Researchers Study Long
Term Effectiveness of

School-Based
Intervention to Reduce
Mental Illness Stigma

Attitudes toward mental illness and
stigmatizing behavior typically develop at a
young age and efforts to fight stigma in
schools by improving knowledge, attitudes
and behaviors about mental illness are
vital. Melissa J. DuPont-Reyes, PhD, MPH,
and colleagues are analyzing long-term
changes in mental illness knowledge,
attitudes, and behaviors over a two-year
period after delivering an anti-stigma
intervention to students in the sixth grade.
The researchers tested three approaches to
increasing knowledge and positive attitudes
about mental illness and treatment options.
Reyes and her colleagues found that the
curriculum intervention was associated with
a significant knowledge and positive
attitudes toward people with mental
illness, a notable decrease in exclusion
behaviors and an increased likelihood of
seeking treatment for mental health issues
if needed.

Read more:
https://vitalrecord.tamhsc.edu/lasting-
change-researchers-study-long-term-
effectiveness-of-school-based-intervention-
to-reduce-mental-illness-stigma/



https://vitalrecord.tamhsc.edu/lasting-change-researchers-study-long-term-effectiveness-of-school-based-intervention-to-reduce-mental-illness-stigma/

Applying the positive
deviance approach to
promote lifetime mental
disorder and

the utilization of
specialty

mental health services
among older traumatized
Asian immigrants in

the United States

Be the Hero

The positive deviance approach, Sé el Héroe (Be the Hero)
first developed in 1976, is defined aims to reduce the infection
as a process of social and and transmission of SARS-
behavioral change that highlights CoV-2 among community
uncommon social practices. This health workers, farmworkers,
approach is based on the premise food service providers, and
that some individuals and their families in limited
communities resource communities. The
can overcome constraints and project, led by Joseph

attain better health Sharkey, PhD, MPH, will
outcomes than their peers who are develop, implement, and
living in similar, low-resource evaluate curricula in response
environments. Researchers led by to unique resources, cultural
Ping Ma, PhD, are applying the traditions, family practices,

and other factors.

positive deviance approach to
explore resilience-promoting
factors and uncommon adaptive
strategies and behaviors among
older Asian Americans who have
experienced trauma.




Evaluation of the 1115 Medicaid

Waiver Demonstration Renewal in
Texas

A team of Texas A&M investigators led by Hye-Chung Kum (Pl) is evaluating the
1115 Medicaid Waiver in Texas after receiving an over $5 million, 5-year
contract. The aim of Texas’ 1115 Medicaid Waiver has been to improve
efficiency and control costs while maintaining access to quality care for low-
income Texans. The 1115 Medicaid Waiver allowed Texas to continue expanding
its Medicaid Managed Care (MMC) program and to implement Uncompensated
Care (UC) pools and a Delivery System Reform Incentive Payment (DSRIP)
program designed to promote health care system innovations with a focus on
value-based care.

The evaluation team includes a number of professors from the Texas A&M
School of Public Health, including David Washburn, Ben Ukert, Bob Ohsfeldt,
and Qi Zheng; graduate students Nikita Wagle, Laura Benavides, Sophia
Anyatonwu, Geng Zhang and program coordinator Abby Spiegelman. Additional
collaborators include Eva Shipp and Amber Trueblood at the Texas
Transportation Institute, Todd Leroux and Chad Smith at Stonewall Analytics,
and Michael Morrisey.

The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) mandates that Medicaid
1115 Waivers granted to states are reviewed by external evaluators, and the
Texas A&M-led team is proud to serve in this role. The research team is
conducting several studies within this project, making use of a variety of
methodologies including surveys, claims data analysis, and additional analyses
of administrative and health related data provided by the state of Texas. The
interim report of the evaluation will be submitted to CMS in the fall of 2021,
with the final report due in 2024.



Problem Solving Training
(PST) for English- and
Spanish-speaking

Care Partners of adults
with Alzheimer's and
Alzheimer’s-related
dementia

Caregivers of individuals with
Alzheimer's disease and related
dementia rarely get the
preparation or training they need
to manage their caregiving
responsibilities and to successfully
balance their own self-care and
their caregiving roles. As a result,
caregivers often experience
caregiver burden, emotional
distress, and substance abuse. Dr.
Matthew Lee Smith is part of a
team studying problem solving
training (PST) to support the
emotional and social functioning
of caregivers to improve their
health and well-being and to
prevent caregiver burden and poor
coping. PST is an evidence-based
approach that teaches and
empowers individuals to solve
emergent problems contributing to
their depressive symptoms, helps
improve coping skills and increases
self-efficacy.

Mitigating the Impacts of
Excessive Industrial
Pollutants Following
Natural Disasters

Garett Sansom, DrPh, and a team
of researchers are using a U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) grant to study the changing
environmental conditions
impacting pollutants released
from chemical facilities following
a natural disaster such as a
hurricane or flood. Typically, the
pollutants released increase, and
many vulnerable communities,
such as the Galena Park
community located north of the
Houston Ship Channel, see the
impacts on public health
intensify. The researchers will
use a combination of tools to
accomplish their long-term goal
to improve the resilience of the
community to hurricane/flood-
induced releases of metals and
volatile organic compounds.
Read more:
https://vitalrecord.tamhsc.edu/
mitigating-the-impacts-of-
excessive-industrial-pollutants-
following-natural-disasters/



https://vitalrecord.tamhsc.edu/mitigating-the-impacts-of-excessive-industrial-pollutants-following-natural-disasters/

“Checking the Pulse” On

Diabetes Disparities

An alarming 10 percent of the
United States population has
diabetes. While many are able to
manage their symptoms and avoid
hospital care, certain individual
and place-based factors can affect
diabetes management, which may
lead to costly emergency
department visits and
hospitalizations. The extent to
which emergency departments and
hospitals across the nation are
used for diabetes-related
treatment is not fully known. Alva
O. Ferdinand, DrPh, JD, and her
colleagues investigated which
individuals and place-based factors
most significantly affect the
likelihood of seeking emergency
care and subsequently being
hospitalized for a diabetes-related
issue.

Read more:
https://vitalrecord.tamhsc.edu/ch

ecking-the-pulse-on-diabetes-

disparities/

Addressing
COVID-19:
Disaster Planning

Barbara Quiram, PhD, is developing
a survey and coordinating and
facilitating a working group to
address disaster planning related to
COVID-19. The Texas Department of
State Health Services (DSHS) enlisted
Quiram, who is an expert in her field
and is well known for her ability to
oversee and coordinate emergency
technical assistance and disaster
mitigation. Quiram will assist DSHS
in identifying community defined
solutions to address community
identified concerns related to
planning for and responding to the
Coronavirus. Quiram’s expertise will
be used to quickly tackle, and
address disaster planning and
mitigation related to the public
health threat.


https://vitalrecord.tamhsc.edu/checking-the-pulse-on-diabetes-disparities/




Center for Community
Health Development

The Center for Community Health Development (CCHD)
was formed to establish a research, education, and
experience base for improving population health status in
a cost-effective manner. The center also provides
invaluable research, education, and training experience
for master’s and doctoral students of the Texas A&M
University School of Public Health, the Texas A&M
University Health Science Center, and The Texas A&M
University System.
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USA Center for Rural Public
Health Preparedness

The USA Center for Rural Public Health Preparedness is
designed to ensure public health professionals are able to
respond to threats to the nation’s public health. The USA
Center at the Texas A&M University School of Public Health
is the only center with a specific rural focus and is charged
with supporting and developing the skills and
competencies of emergency responders in rural areas of
the United States.




Southwest Rural Health
Research Center

The Southwest Rural Health Research Center (SRHRC),
established in 2000, is one of only nine federally-funded
research centers by the Health Resources and Services
Administration’'s Federal Office of Rural Health Policy. The
center focuses on conducting policy-relevant research on
meeting the needs of special rural populations, minority
populations and health disparities (including border
populations), and rural systems building.




Center for Health
Organization Transformation

The Center for Health Organization Transformation.
(CHOT) is an industry-university cooperative research
center funded by the National Science Foundation and
health organizations to conduct research supporting major
management, clinical, and information technology
innovations in healthcare. The Texas A&M University School
of Public Health faculty and graduate students, team with
health system professionals to pursue various research
projects.




Ergonomics Center

The mission of the Texas A&M Ergonomics Center is to help
industry and healthcare partners increase their
competitiveness by improving worker performance,
reducing workplace injuries and illnesses, and designing
unique products and applications to combat the negative
impacts of aging and obesity.



Center for Population
Health and Aging

The Center for Population Health and Aging (CPHA)
promotes population health and successful aging through
innovations in research, education, and practice that
examines social, behavioral, economic, environmental,
and technological solutions linking academic and real-
world clinical and community settings. Research focuses on
evidence-based programs, health communities, and
interactions between health, aging, and technology.

2019 Recipients of the Redefining American Healthcare
Award by the Healthcare Leadership Council
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Texas A&M School of Public
Health Programs

Asthma Research and

Education

The Program on Asthma Research and Education (PARE) facilities
environmental research and education focused on asthma,
addressing underserved and minority populations.

Director: Genny Carrillo, MD, ScD

Environment and
Sustainability

The Program on Environment and Sustainability (PES) goals are to
develop and lead a vibrant Environmental and Sustainability
network and to build a model research program with a multi-

disciplinary approach that also encompasses education and
outreach.

Director: Virender Sharma, PhD

Global Health Research

The Program on Global Health Research engages in cutting-edge
transdisciplinary research and teaching that reduces the burden
on disease and improves lives in international settings.

Director: Brian Colwell, PhD




Texas A&M School of Public

Health Programs (cont.)
, ;!",__;

Health Law & Policy

The Program on Health Law & Policy aims to become a

nationally recognized center noted for its rigorous analysis of
state health laws and in-depth training of empirical health law
researchers, analysts, and policy advocates.

Director: Cason Schmit, JD

Health & Nature

The Program on Health & Nature facilitates research and
educational activities focused on the relationship between
human health and nature. Research foci span from the
community, the role of industry and the health care system. It
also serves as the Texas A&M home for the joint Center for
Health and Nature, a collaborative effort between Houston
Methodist Hospital, Texas A&M University and Texan by Nature.

Co- Director: Jay Maddock, PhD, FAAHB & Bita Kash, PhD, MBA, FACHE

Reproductive & Child
Health

The Program on Reproductive and Child Health focuses on the
study of environmental and occupational etiological
determinants of reproductive and child health and the
education and training of future leaders in this highly critical
area of public health.

Director: Shaida Kalbasi, PhD







Texas Monthly “2021 Best
Things in Texas”

Rebecca Fischer

Congratulations to Infectious Disease
Expert Dr. Rebecca Fischer named to
Texas Monthly’s 2021 Best Things in
Texas. Fischer along with colleagues
Dr. Peter Hotez of Baylor College of
Medicine and Dr. Lauren Ancel Meyers
of UT Austin were recognized for their
efforts to give Texans - and the rest of
the world - accurate guidance on the
pandemic.

Read more:
https://www.texasmonthly.com/news-
politics/the-best-things-in-texas-2021/



https://www.texasmonthly.com/news-politics/the-best-things-in-texas-2021/

2020 Faculty Research
Excellence Award
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2020 Faculty Excellence Award Recipient
Alva Ferdinand DrPH, JD

Dr. Ferdinand’s research primarily focuses on disparities in
health outcomes, state and federal regulation of health care
delivery and the effectiveness of laws aimed at improving
public health. In addition to being an Associate Professor in
the Department of Health Policy & Management at SPH, she
serves as the Director of the Southwest Rural Health
Research Center.

Dr. Ferdinand is most widely known among policymakers,
motor vehicle insurance personnel, roadway safety
advocates, and editors and readers of the American Journal
of Public Health, for her work on the impact of texting-
while-driving bans on reducing roadway injuries and deat
She has been consistently funded by federal agencies
including the National Science Foundation, Patient Cehtered
Outcomes Research Institute, and Health Resources’and
Services Administration.




2020 Student Research
Excellence Awardees

Doctoral
Theodoros Giannouchos
PhD Candidate, Health Services Research

Advisor: Dr. Hye-Chung Kum

“The Effect of Medicaid Expansion on
Emergency Department Utilization in New York”

Graduate

Kathleen Aarvig

MPH candidate, Environmental Health
Advisor: Dr. Garrett Sansom

“Polycyclic Aromatic Hydrocarbons (PAH)
Surface Soil Pollution in Somerville, Texas”

Undergraduate
Nariko Nakachi
BSPH candidate

“Investigating the Needs of Low-Income, First-
Generation College Students at a Large
Public University”

Advisor: Dr. Robert Garcia



15th Annual Jean Brender
Student Research Poster
Awards: Graduate

15t Place

Association between Ambient Air Pollution
and Hospital Length of Stay among Chlldren
with Asthma in South Texas

Juha Baek

DrPH student, Epidemiology and
Environmental Health

Concentration: Environmental Health

Association between Ambient Air Pollution and Hospital Length of Stay among
Children with Asthma in South Texas
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5th Annual Jean Brender
Student Research Poster
Awards: Graduate

2nd Place

Borderline Methicillin Resistant
Staphyloccocus Aureus, An Underappreciated
Emerging Public Health Threat

Oluwakemi Alonge
MPH candidate, Epidemiology

BORDERLINE METHICILLIN RESISTANT STAPHYLOCCOCUS AUREUS,
AN UNDERAPPRECIATED EMERGING PUBLIC HEALTH THREAT

Oluwakemi D. Alonge®, Rebecca S.B. Fischer, PhD MPH DTM&H=®, Eric L. Brown, PhD®
Health Seience Center, School of Public Health, Coliege Station TX USA: ®Baylor Callege of Medicine, Depantment of Padiatrics,

2 Texas ABM

‘Section of Tropical Medicine, Houston TX USA; “The University of Texas Health Science Center School of Public Health. Houston TX USA

BACKGROUND AND MOTIVATION

- Borderine Methicilin Resismnt Staphylococous aureus (BORSA]
were first deseribed as of nomal
penicillinase.*

- Unilke other strans of 5. aureus. BORSA cannat be dlassfed a5
trufy methicilln-resistant or trly meth strains,

TEXAS ARM UNIVERSITY

School of Public Health

METHODS

Samples: Thirty-eight (38) samples collect=d from nasal Swabs of well-visit oupatients at Princess Marina Hospital in Gabarone (the
largest in Botswana public urban tertary refemal hospital) and Bamalete Lutheran Hospital in Ramotswa (nearby rural district hospital).

[Testing: Antibiotic susceptibility test using the Kirby Baueridisc diffusion method was used to determine resistance to specific antibiotics, some of|
[which are commonly used as drugs of choice for treatment of 5. aureus infections. A suspension of the isolates were prepared to 3 particula

However, they are Fequenty misdentfied. wmm poses an obuious|
epidemiological and therapsutic threat. *

- Barderfine-resistant strains of S aureus have been reported to be

standard of Optical Density (approximately 0.430 — 0.530). then spread evenly onto an appropriate agar (Maller-Hinton agar) in a Per
dish. Discs impregnated with various defined concentrations of six (5) antibiotics were placed onto the surface of the agar plates. After incubation
(16-24 h at 35 “C). Zones of growth mhibition around each of the antibiotic discs were measured to the nearest milmeter

RESULTS

with both I and acquired infections|
and haue been isdlated Fom various infection sites, including skin|
surgical wounds, respiratory samples, abscesses, and blood.

- The epidemiology and dlinical presentation of BORSA infections|
seem fo be similar to those for methicilin-resistant 5. aureus|
(MRSA) Treatment of severs infections caused by BORSA may be|
ineffective, even with larger doses of oxacilin.

- The available evidence suggests that BORSA represent a fraquent!
neglected problem, and their emergence i new environments|
implies that they need to be monitored and accurately distinguished|
from MSSA and MRSA.?

PURPOSE

Given the gap in knowl=dge of BORSA and the increased risk of
serious infections due to ineffectiveness of antibiotics in the treatment|
of BORSA, we sought to characterize borderfine methiclin resistant|
Staph. aureus in high risk communities in Botswana by defining|
antbiotic suscaptibility phenotypes.

PREVIOUS FINDINGS

- From an initial isolation of 5. sureus from nasal swabs of 529|

outpatients at two hospitals in the South-East istrict of Botswana,
4.6% (23) isolates were identfied as Methicilin Resistant Staph.
aureus (MRSA]

- An addiional 5.0% (25)exhibited an uncommon ph wherein
ey showed mtemmediate suscepibity to methilin and were

a5 Borderine Oxacill aureus (BORSA)

- BORSA, a rarely reported ghenomenon with a yet unknown|

mechanism. was as requent as MRSA.

Anbreviationz:
MR2A= MaTICHn oSNt 5. ureUs

MB8A = methicilin suseptiie 5. aueys
BOREA = borserine CEACiin rezstant 5. SoreUs
PFGE - Futzedfieid gel slecimphomsts (PFGE]

s g F
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echarkmn b potc i ettt e

ASIDCuISGEIANE Thve wilars ard Jratand is P Setimana ity Warm; Mina2y o1 Himi %, Natenal Haslih Labealvies, nd PMH ind BLH advisistiuion, ruinies, sl and patents

- BORSA, a rarely reported phenomenon. may present an emerging]
health threat since disease often arises from endogenous camiage|
sources. The highest antbiotic susceptiility of BORSA were seen |
Doxyeycline and Cefoxitin making them drugs of choice for treatment o
BORSA infiections
Trimethoprim-sulfamethoxazole is widely used in HIV-infected patients|
who are at risk for opportunistic infections. Since the study population|
was predominantly HIV patients, it is important to highlight that BORSA
strains stl showed a3 high susesptinilty (31.6%) to this antbiotic,|
indicative of no on-going resistance.

Centinuous monitoring of antbiotic resistance of BORSA is wamantad|
to evaluate over time, the eficacy of drugs of choice used in the|
treament of BORSA infections such as Cefouitin and Doxyeydine.

. Maale] SM, Rhimi FM_ Fines M. Mni? B, Leclercq R, Hammami A
2012.” Analysis of borderine oxacillin-resistant Staphylococcus|
aureus (EORSA] stains isolated in Tunsia J Clin
Microbiol50:2345-3343.
Hryniewicz, M. M., & Garbacz. K. [2017). Borderline oxacilln-
resistant Staphylococeus aureus (BORSA) — a more commen
than expected? Joumnal of Medical Microbiology, 85{10),
1367-1373. doi-10.100jmm.0.000585
Jorgensen, J. H. (1221). Mechanisms of Methicilln Resistance in
Staphylocoecus aureus and Methods for Laberatory Detection
Infection Cortrol and Hospital Epidemioiogy, 12(1). 14-12.
doi-10.2307/30 147084
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15th Annual Jean Brender
Student Research Poster
Awards: Graduate

3rd Place

Desigining A Gestational Diabetes Curriculum
for Community Health Workers in The Texas-
Mexico Border: A Culturally Competent,
Community-Based Approach

Maria Roque
DrPH student, Public Health Sciences

Concentration: Health Promotion &
Community
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Assessing the Social Determinants of Health Insurance in Ethiopia,

2011-2016

ARP Scholars: Matalie N. Freeman, Sanam Z. Maredia, Allen H. Nguyen
M

Background & Objectives

= Ethiopla lsunched the Health Exiension Program in
2003 with the geal of achieving UHC by 2030 as well as
Improving health infragbructure.

» Governmental programs such &a the Health Extension
Program (HEP] and the Pharmaceutical Fund and
Supply Agency have bean established in order to
expand health care resources o rural aress.

» The purpose of thiz research is o assess and compare
ihe social determinants of health insurance and the
relgtionship between media exposure and health
ingurance in Ethiopda between 2011 and 2015-16.

Sunburst Cha

of Fespon s atics 2011

Eniola & Ol Advisor: Dawid 1

Frequencyaf Meda Exposurein Ethiapia, 2011and 2018

TEXAS ABM UNIVERSITY

School of Public Health
Results

Multivariate Analysis for Associations butween Health Insurance
Explanatory Variables
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Methods o — S — —
* The phic Healh Survey (EDHS) for 2011 and 2016 wer used for L R . e
this study. The EDHS & a nationally represeniative survey based an mull-siage - - - -
cusster samping units aco0ss the rEgions which wene statfied into uhan and rural — -
residence The 2011 ane sampied 14,110 maies ages 15-50 years and 16,515 g T3 T =
femaies ages 15-49 years. The 2016 o 12,688 males 15-50 years — — — —
anc 15683 femaies ages 15-40 years. =
* This Pearsan Ch Tor bivaniate and = o = =
logistic regression how these sack factors — — — o
infiuence heath insurance status. f - T -
—
esults T [ |
v In 2011, maales were 42% significantly likely o be cowered by health insurance. [| [——— i = — =
whersas in 2016 males were 25% significantly less Ekely ba be caversd —
compared to females. :: : :
» When compared to urban residence, rural residence was —
significantly ikely to be covered (ACR=182) n 2011 with a pvalue of 0.000 — — —
but was not statissically significant (1. 14) in 2016 with a pvakee of 0.274. [ = [

= Frequency of radio exposure did not show any association with health
insurance coverage across years and within categories of exposure.

* Effsopia ex r NSUFANCE COVErage. K1
yeir period exarnined, Insurance coverags was 1,.48% in 2011 and e o
4. BO% in 2016.

= There exist rural-urban diference s wel as pender difference but this was
noft clear and consistent in the years studied.

« Acrass bath years examingd, higher educalion, highes age group,
professionsl and marual weekers, wealth, expasure t newspapes and
expasure 1o eleviion wene sssocisled with healh insurance coverage.

e

Conclusion
= |n order io achieve UHC in Ethiopla, partcular attention needs to be

paid 1o peaple with Iower SOCIOECONCMIC Status, especially
congsdering 1actors such as educaton, residence, and wealth.
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Okwarajl Y8, Cousens 5, Berhane ¥, Mulholand K, Edmond K (2012) Efect of
‘Gengraphical Aooess 10 Health Faciities on Child Mortiity in Rural Eshiopiazn
Community Based Cross Sectional Study. PLS ONE T(3y e33584.
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Health Association 2020 Annual Meeting, Virtual. October 24-
28, 2020.

(45) Ma P, Fan Q, Nuzhath T and Colwell B. Tobacco use & Substance
use Co-use among Pregnant Adolescents & Young Adults in the
United States, 2008-2018. 2020 Society for Research in
Nicotine & Tobacco Annual Meeting, Virtual. March 11-14,
2020.

(46) Maddock J. Developing Health Behavior Change Scales for Health
and Nature. 2nd Annual Health & Nature Symposium, Virtual.
October 7, 2020.

(47) Mitchell A, Yeskey K, Jaitly N and Gibbs SG. Infectious Disease
Training Technical Workshop. A Vision for 2025. Training
Program Looking to the Future Virtual Conference. September
22-24, 2020.

(48) Moreno-Rangel AB,J, Roh T, Cabrera-Conner L and Carrillo G.
Household Intervention to Improve Indoor Air Quality and
Health of Children with Asthma in the US-Mexico Border: A
Pilot Study. American Public Health Association 2020 Virtual
Annual Meeting and Expo. October 24-28, 2020.

(49) Motta M, and Callaghan T. The Pervasiveness and Policy
Consequences of Medical Folk Wisdom in the U.S. Annual
Meeting of the Southern Political Science Association, San
Juan, Puerto Rico. January 9 - 11 2020.

(50) Motta M and Callaghan T. The Pervasiveness and Policy
Consequences of Medical Folk Wisdom in the U.S. Annual
Meeting of the American Political Science Association, Virtual.
September 10-13, 2020.

(51) Nsobundu C, Nmada Y, Wagle N, Foster M, Burdine J, Ory MG,
McKyer L and Sherman L. Process Evaluations of Traditional,
Group-Based Diabetes Self-Management Education Programs: A
Systematic Review of the Literature. American Public Health
Association 2020 Annual Meeting, Virtual. October 24-28,

2020.

(52) Nuzhath T, Fan Q, Hossain MM, Ma P and Colwell B. Prevalence,
Sources and Associated Risk Factors of Prescription Opioid
Misuse among Adolescents and Young Adults in the United
States, 2015-2018. American Public Health Association 2020
Annual Meeting, Virtual. October 24-28, 2020.

(53) Ory MG. Applications of Technology to Dementia Prevention,
Treatment and Care. Texas Alzheimer’s Research and Care
Consortium Investigators Symposium, Austin, Texas. January
30, 2020.

(54) Ory MG, Lee S and Jani S. Impact of COVID-19 on University-Based
Aging Research. American Public Health Association 2020
Annual Meeting, Virtual. October 24-28, 2020.

(55) Ory MG, Towne SD, Yoshikawa A, Zhu X, Lu Z, Xu M and Lee C.
Impact of COVID-19 on Caring for Persons with Dementia:
Interactions with the Community Environment. American
Public Health Association 2020 Annual Meeting, Virtual.
October 24-28, 2020.

(56) Pentecost R, Maddock J and Lee C. Design 4 Health. September
14, 2020. Annual Symposium for the College of Architecture,
Texas A&M University, Virtual.

(57) Peres SC. Is Attentional Shift the Problem (Or Something Else)
with Hazard Statement Compliance? an Experimental
Investigation using Eye-Tracking Technology. 2020 Mary Kay
O’Connor Process Safety Symposium, Virtual. October 19-21
2021.

(58) *Primm K, Garney W, Ferdinand A, Barry A, McCord C and
Patterson M. Impacts of the Dependent Coverage Provision on
Access to and Utilization of Substance use Disorder Treatment:
An Urban Rural Comparison. American Public Health
Association 2020 Virtual Annual Meeting and Expo. Octobér 24-
28, 2020.

Patterson M. Examining the Impact of the AC
Coverage Provision on Utilization of Mental jfealth Treatment
among Urban and Rural Populations. Ameyican Public Health
Association 2020 Virtual Annual Meeting/and Expo. October 24-
28, 2020.




Appendix C

(60) Prochnow T, Delgado H, Patterson MS, Sharkey J and Umstattd
Meyer MR. Associations between Child Play Networks,
Sedentary Time, and Moderate-to-Vigorous Intensity Physical
Activity in Mexican-Heritage Colonias. American Public Health
Association 2020 Annual Meeting, Virtual. October 24-28,
2020.

(61) Prochnow T, Delgado H, Patterson MS, Sharkey J and Umstattd
Meyer MR. Child Play Network Influences on Physical Literacy
in Mexican-Heritage Colonias. 2020 Conference on the Value
of Play, Virtual. March 29-April 1, 2020.

(62) Rahn RN, Clark HR and Sherman LL. Investigating Obesity
Perceptions in College Students Majoring in Health and Health-
Related Fields: Pilot Study Results. Texas A&M University and
Prairie View A&M University 2020 Data Blitz Symposium,
Waller, Texas. January 2020.

(63) *Regan AK, Uppului M, Kaur R and Fischer RSB. Maternal
Morbidity & Mortality Associated with Dengue Virus Infection
during Pregnancy: A Systematic Review. 8h Annual Houston
Global Health Collaborative Conference, Houston, Texas.
March 6-7, 2020.

(64) Roh T. Grow it Yourself: The Effect of Hydroponic Vegetable
Gardening on Improving Quality of Life in Cancer Patients and
their Caregivers. 2020 Center for Health and Nature
Symposium, Virtual. October 7, 2020.

(65) Schmit C, Washburn D, LaFluer M, Martinez D, Thompson E and
Callaghan T. State Law Frameworks for CHW Funding,
Payment, and Reimbursement. Interdisciplinary Association
for Population Health Sciences Annual Meeting, Virtual.
September 30-October 2, 2020.

(66) Smith ML, Barrett ME, Eagle LA, Lachenmayr S and Washington
TR. Contextualizing Social Isolation Risk among Informal
Caregivers Age 60 and Older. American Public Health
Association 2020 Annual Meeting, Virtual. October 24-28,
2020.

(67) Smith ML, Sherman LD, Mingo CA, Washington TR, Lee S and
Goidel RK. Adherence to Referrals from Healthcare Providers
to Attend Disease prevention/management Programs among
African American and Hispanic Men with Chronic Conditions.
National Association of Area Agencies on Aging (n4a)
Conference and Tradeshow, Virtual. July, 11-15, 2020.

(68) *Son C, Peres SC and Sasangohar F. Two Views of Evaluating
Procedural Task Performance: A Transition from Safety-I to
Safety-Il Approach. 2020 Mary Kay O’Connor Process Safety
Symposium, Virtual. October 19-21 2021.

(69) Towne SD, Ory MG, Li W, Xu M, Bian J and Lee C. Social and
Structural Determinants of Forgone Medical Care among
Potentially Vulnerable Populations Residing Along the US-
Mexico Border. American Public Health Association 2020
Annual Meeting, Virtual. October 24-28, 2020.

(70) Towne S, Lee S, Smith ML, Han G, Du D, Yoshikawa A and Ory M.
Differential Intervention Effects Tied to Place of Residence:
Greater Returns on Investment among Rural Residents. Active
Living Research Annual Conference, Orlando, Florida.
February 2-5, 2020.

(71) Towne SD, Li W, Ory MG, Xu M, Zhu X, Bian J and Lee C. Factors
Associated with Adequate Weekly Moderate-to-Vigorous
Physical Activity among Lower Income Hispanic Adults Residing
Near the US-Mexico Border. Active Living Research Annual
Conference, Orlando, Florida. February 2-5, 2020.

(72) Turcott RJ, Butler N and Smith ML. Finding Foreigners: Examining
U.S. College Basketball Coaches' International Recruitment
Strategies. 2020 North American Society for Sport
Management Conference, Virtual. May 27-30, 2020.

(73) Villatoro AP, DuPont-Reyes MJ, Pinedo M, Parra-Cardona R and
Link BG. Preventing Stigma and Promoting Services for
Substance use Problems: A Research Agenda. 2020 American
PsychoPathological Association Annual Meeting, Virtual. March
5-7, 2020.

(74) Wilson MG, DeJoy DM, Vandenberg RJ, Padilla HM, Haynes NJ,
Zuercher H, Corso PS, Lorig K and Smith ML. Six-Month
Benefits from Workplace CDSMP Participation among
Employees with Chronic Conditions. National Association of
Area Agencies on Aging (n4a) Conference and Tradeshow,
Virtual. July, 11-15, 2020.

(75) Woodruff S, Portney K, Sansom G, Hannibal B and Feiock R.
Comparison of Resilience Policies and Programs Across U.S.
Cities. Southern Political Science Association Annual
Conference, San Juan, Puerto Rico. January 9-11, 2020.

(76) Xu M, Lee C, Li W, Bian J, Zhu X, Towne SD and Ory MG. The
Effect of Bus Rapid Transit on Walking, BMI, and Physical
Activity. Active Living Research Annual Conference, Orlando,
Florida. February 2-5, 2020.

(77) Xu M, Zhu X, Lee C, Towne SD, Lu Z and Ory MG. Assessing the
Market Demand of Walkable Neighborhoods. Active Living
Research Annual Conference, Orlando, Florida. February 2-5,
2020.

(78) Zheng Q. Let Master of Public Health Students Experience
Statistical Reasonining. 22nd Annual International Conference
on Education, Virtual. May 18-21, 2020.

(79) Zheng Q. Improving the Teaching of Biostatistics in an Online
Master Degree Program in Epidemiology. 5th International
Conference on Distance Education and Learning, Virtual. May
22-25, 2020.







Epidemiology & Biostatistics

Clendenin, Angela Ph.D Instructional
Assistant Professor Risk Communication;
Decision Analysis; Emergency Management
and Emergency Communications;
Cultural/Social Influences on
Communication/DecisionMaking; Public
Health Preparedness and Response for
Refugee Populations; Communications
Measurement and Assessment; Teaching as
Research.

DuPont-Reyes, Melissa Ph.D Assistant
Professor Childhood Violence Victims and
Psychological and Developmental
Repercussions of Childhood Violent Crimes
or Events. Spanish Media and Health
Outcomes.

Fischer, Rebecca Ph.D Assistant Professor
Tropical Diseases/Viruses. Parasitic
Diseases (not vaccine-preventable).
Defining Trends & Epi. Infectious Diseases.
Leptospirosis. Field Epidemiology of
Disease.

Gorman, Dennis Ph.D Professor
Alcohol and Drug Availability and
Violence; Alcohol and Drug Prevention
Policies; System Methodologies; Science
and Pseudoscience in Public Health
Research.

Han, Daikwon Ph.D Associate Professor
Spatial Epidemiology; GIS & Spatial
Analysis Methods; Environmental Health/
Exposure Science; Environmental Justice
and Health Disparities; Healthcare Access;
Population Studies/Spatial Demography.

Han, Gang Ph.D Associate Professor
Biostatistics. Personalized Medicine and
Development of Methods. Survivor
Analysis. Trial Design for Clinical Trial
Methods. Time to Event Data Analysis.
Economically and Ethically Reduce Time
of Clinical Trials.

Kalbasi, Shaida Ph.D Instructional
Assistant Professor Health Disparities,
Women's Health, Quality of care for
Immigrants, and Racial Minorities, Effect
of Discrimination, and Race Relations on
Health outcomes.

Perez-Patron, Maria Ph.D Research
Assistant Professor Secondary Data
Analysis. Minority & Immigrant Health.
Demographics Population Analysis (Rural &
Urban). Fertility & Mortality. Gestational
Diabetes (Interventional).

Regan, Annette Ph.D Assistant Professor
Vaccine Epidemiology, Vaccine Safety,
Respiratory Infections. Maternal, Infant
and Child Health, Birth Spacing, Preterm
Birth & Stillbirth, Digital Health Tools.

Roh, Taehyun Ph.D Assistant Professor
Arsenic and Water pollution of water
supplies. Clean Water Access in Rural
Populations. Toxicology and
Environmental Health.

Taylor, Nicholas Ph.D Assistant Professor
Molecular Epidemiology of Cancer -
Melanoma and Breast Cancer; Study
Design and Conduct.

Xu, Xiaohui Ph.D Department Head,
Associate Professor Air pollution
epidemiological studies. Susceptible
population to environmental exposures
modified by genetics, pre-existing health
conditions, and coexposure to other
factors, etc. Maternal and child health.
Environmental exposure assessment.
Spatial epidemiology.

Zhao, Hongwei Ph.D Professor

Survival analysis and longitudinal data
analysis, Quality-adjusted lifetime
estimation, and costeffectiveness analysis
conducted with censored data, Problems
arising from correlated data from
longitudinal studies, and multilevel
epidemiological studies.

Zheng, Qi Ph.D Professor
Mathematical Modeling of Biological
Processes. Applied Statistical Processes
Application of Computer Algebra.
Microbial Mutation Rates & Methods/for
Analysis.




Environmental &
Occupational Health

Appiah, Bernard Ph.D Assistant Professor
Public Health Communication/Writing,
Global Health, Public Health Research
Methods, Patient/Health Advocacy. Public
Engagement; Communication; mHealth
and Mass Media Interventions for Behavior
Change; Global Health; Knowledge
Dissemination; Design, Implementation,
and Evaluation of Socio-behavioral
Interventions; Social Network Analysis;
Mixed Methods.

Benden, Mark Ph.D Department Head,
Associate Professor Human Factors, Safety
Engineering, Process Safety Management,
and Ergonomics Office worker obesity,
classroom ergonomics and childhood
obesity, medical device development and
testing, and rehabilitation engineering.

Carrillo, Genny M.D., Sc.D Associate
Professor

Border Environmental Health Risk
Management and Communication. Public
health and US-Mexico Border Health issues
with a special interest in interactions of
human health and the environment,
asthma in school children, and home
safety and healthy homes.

Cizmas, Leslie Ph.D Instructional
Assistant Professor

Basic Environmental Toxicology, Global
Health.

Gibbs, Shawn PhD, MBA, CIH Dean
Ebola, antibiotic resistance, highly
infectious disease management,
biocontainment, industrial hygiene,
personal protective equipment

Johnson, Dennis MPH, CIS, CPH.
Graduate Program Manager

Crisis Management/Emergency Response,
HSE Leadership and Management Systems,
Accident Investigation and Prevention,
Exposure Assessment, and Control.

Johnson, Natalie Ph.D Associate Professor
Environmental & Occupational Diseases,
Environmental Health & Toxicology,
Mechanisms of Disease Prevention.
Environmental carcinogens; Environmental
health disparities; Exposure to foodborne
(aflatoxins) and environmental
carcinogens (polycyclic aromatic
hydrocarbons); Chemoprevention;
Development of biomarkers of exposure to
traffic-related air pollution; Prenatal
exposure to air pollution and associated
epigenetic changes; Dietary interventions
to prevent environmentally-induced
asthma; Population-based animal models
of allergic airway disease.

Maddock, Jay Ph.D Professor

Health, Wellness, and Physical Activity,
Diet, SocialEcological Approaches to
Increasing Physical Activity; Nutrition,
Tobacco Use, and Global Health.

McDonald, Thomas Ph.D Regents
Professor

Environmental Measurements/Chemistry.
Environmental chemistry, petroleum
geochemistry, and general organic
chemistry.




Environmental &
Occupational Health

Mendoza-Sanchez, Itza Ph.D Assistant
Professor Mathematical and Experimental
Models for Assessing Transport; Organics
Trapped and absorbed in Soils as a Source
Zone of Groundwater Contamination;
Water Balance Modeling. Environmental
Engineering. Models of Contaminants in
Groundwater. Antibiotics in Food
Production & Groundwater. Antibiotic
Resistance.

Ory, Marcia Ph.D Regents & Distinguished
Professor / Associate Vice President for
Strategic Partnerships (TAMHSC) / Public
Health Interventions. Aging and Health
promotion. Chronic Disease Management;
Health Technology and Community
Engagement. Translational research.

Peres, S. Camille Ph.D Associate
Professor

Human Factors, Research Methods,
Alternative Displays. Biomechanics of
Human-computer interactions, Design
guidelines for auditory displays, and
usability of home health care technology.
Worker safety, human systems
integration, human systems engineering,
ergonomics, procedures, engineering
psychology, occupational safety.

Pickens, Adam Ph.D Instructional
Assistant Professor Occupational Safety,
Industrial Hygiene, Ergonomics, and
Biomechanics. Ergonomic tool
development; Occupational safety
screening/tool development, Upper
extremity modeling; Manual materials

handling, and Occupational biomechanics.

Antonio Rene Ph.D Associate Professor
Occupational/Environmental, Chronic
Disease Epidemiology.

Sansom, Garret Ph.D Research Assistant
Professor Environmental health policy and
planning, Community Resilience,
Sustainable development, and public
health, Field research methods,
Community engagement strategies.

Sharma, Virender Ph.D Professor
Environmental, Physical, Analytical
Chemistry. IronBased Oxidants (Ferrates
and Ferrites), Kinetics and Mechanism of
High-Valant Transition Metals, Advanced
Oxidation Methods, Solar-Based
Photoactive Materials in Water
Treatments, Green Synthesis of
Nanoparticles, Formation, Fate, and
Toxicity of Nanoparticles in the Aquatic
Environment.

Smith, Matthew Ph.D Associate Professor.
Health Risk Behaviors Across the Life
Course; Evidence-based Programming for
Older Adults; Program Evaluation;
Measurement; Survey Research
Methodology. Public health systems and
service research; Rural health, health
policy, and vulnerable populations;
Nutrition, physical activity, obesity, and
related conditions; Educational pedagogy,
particularly around writing skills in health
professions.




Health Promotion &
Community Health Sciences

Burdine, James Ph.D Interim Department
Head / Professor Community Health
Development; Community Organization
and Assessment; Community Health Status
Assessment. Measurement of factors
influencing community capacity for
population health improvement and
community health development
strategies, particularly community health
needs assessment.

Clark, Heather DrPH Director of Public
Health Practice / Research Associate
Professor

Building Community Capacity to Solve
Problems. Grassroots Causes. Social Norms
& Values, Partnerships with Community.
Rural Access to Care. Physical & Mental
Health. Diabetes & Opioid Abuse.

Colwell, Brian Ph.D Professor

Social Ecology and Health Behavior;
Seminar on Alcohol, Tobacco, and Other
Drugs. Adolescent smoking cessation;
school health education; youth smoking
prevention; adolescent mental health and
substance abuse.

Delgado-Rendon, Angelica Ph.D
Instructional Assistant Professor
Entertainment education projects such as
telenovelas and fotonovelas to educate
communities about various health topics.

Flores, Krystal Ph.D Instructional
Assistant Professor Maternal and Child
Health, Border Health (Rio Grande Valley,
TX), Adolescent Pregnancy Prevention
along the Texas - Mexico Border, Health
disparities among vulnerable populations
(including Latinas, adolescents, and
immigrant children).

Garcia, Robert Ph.D Instructional
Assistant Professor Community-based
approaches to cancer prevention in Latino
populations (the US and abroad),
Development of culturally appropriate
and relevant interventions for diverse
populations, Creation of community,
academic, and government collaborations
to improve health outcomes, Tobacco
regulatory science, Tobacco use
disparities, Cancer disparities.

Jones-McKyer, Ellisa Ph.D Associate Dean
for Climate & Diversity / Professor
Minority health issues and health
disparities; Parental influences on child
health behaviors and outcomes;
Socioecological factors of health
behaviors.

Ma, Ping Ph.D. Assistant Professor
Maternal & Child Health Issues. Health
Disparities in Vulnerable Populations.
Smoking Cessation. Children's Injury
Prevention.

Mier, Nelda Ph.D Instructional Assistant
Professor

Chronic Disease Prevention, Quality of
Life through Behavioral Change in Mexican
Americans of all ages living in Texas-
Mexico border region, Physical Activity
Among Mexican Americans, Intervention
Research to Enhance Physical Activity
Patterns, Diabetes Prevention Among
Children and Adults in Border Region,
Promotoras Model (Community Health
Workers) in Border Regions.




Health Promotion &
Community Health Sciences

Sharkey, Joe Ph.D Professor

Social and Behavioral Research Methods;
Program Evaluation; Mixed-Methods
Research; Environment and Policy
Assessment. Food access and food choice
in underserved areas, food insecurity and
hunger, childhood obesity, and effects of
structural and individual characteristics
on nutrition, physical activity, and health
outcomes, promotora empowerment,
community-engaged approached to
population health.

Spengler, John Ph.D, J.D. Professor
Active living policy and obesity
prevention, Legal and policy issues around
injury prevention, physical activity, and
the built environment. Risk management
policy and implementation in sport and
recreation.

Stasi, Selina DrPH Instructional Assistant
Professor

Access to and physical activity promotion
within underserved communities and
communities of color, through
community-based research, asset
mapping, and GIS analysis. Research
regarding physician-based physical
activity counseling, prescription and
referral, and youth engagement and
empowerment to combat disparities in
physical activity and health. Linkages
between community, clinic, and church,
and the role public health practitioners
play to leverage resources between them
all.

Tai-Seale, Tom DrPH Instructional
Associate Professor Social and Behavioral
Determinants of Health; Program
Planning; Program Evaluations; The
Biology of disease. Local health systems
development and community
empowerment of chronic disease
prevention; program planning and
evaluation for the prevention and control
of chronic disease; health behavior
coaching.




Health Policy & Management

Andreyeva, Elena Ph.D Assistant
Professor

Health economics, Spatial nature of the
healthcare market, Urban/regional/rural
economics, Health Insurance effects on
policies of healthcare delivery, Risky
health behaviors.

Bolin, Jane Ph.D, J.D., R.N Professor.
Health Law and Ethics, Regulatory
Compliance; Cancer Screening and
Prevention; Diabetes Self- Management;
Chronic Disease Management;
Interdisciplinary and Translational
Research; Rural Health Research.

Callaghan, Timothy Ph.D Assistant
Professor

Health Policy & Politics, Rural Health.
State Level Decisions on Health Policy &
Access to Care. Autism, Disability,
Motivations of Personal Issue to Public
Policy Change. Surprise Medical Bills.
Medicaid Work Requirement. Antibiotic
Resistance.

Carrino, Gerard Ph.D Instructional
Professor

Evaluation: Program, Process, Outcomes,
Economic; Nonprofit Sector in Health
Care; Health Care Philanthropy and the
Social Sector; Prematurity, Birth Defects,
Infant Mortality; Public Health Finance.

Coté, Murray Ph.D Program Director/
Associate Professor Operational Analysis.
Health Services Delivery Methods
(Tele/Drone). Project Management in
Rural Hospitals. Information Asymmetry in
Doctor/Patient Encounters.

Ferdinand, Alva Ph.D, J.D. Assistant
Professor

Impact of laws and other policies relative
to public health outcomes such as
roadway safety, obesity, and access to
care. Other interests include state and
federal regulation of health care and
community health development.

Griffith, Jennifer. DrPH Associate Dean
for Academic Affairs/ Instructional
Associate Professor

Public Health Emergency Preparedness
and Response; Intervention
Implementation, Management, and
Evaluation.

Hatala, Jeffrey. Ph.D Program Director/
Instructional Associate Professor

Public health systems and service
research; Rural health, health policy, and
vulnerable populations; Nutrition,
physical activity, obesity and related
conditions; Educational pedagogy in
health professions.

Kash, Bita MBA, Ph.D Professor
Organizational capacity for change and
transformation; Change implementation in
healthcare; Healthcare strategic planning
and marketing; Quality and Cost of Care.

Kum, Hye-Chung, Ph.D Associate
Professor

Data science for health care; population
and health informatics; analysis of big
data; decision support systems for health
policy and management. Machine
Learning.




Health Policy & Management

Lin, Sherry Ph.D Instructional Assistant
Professor

Preventive Care Services; Disabilities
Research; Vulnerable Populations.

Ohsfeldt, Robert Ph.D Regents Professor
Cost-Effectiveness and Cost Models;
Economics of Health Behavior; Impact of
Health Sector Regulation.

Quiram, Barbara Ph.D Professor

Public Health Infrastructure; Health
System Service Quality; Public Health
Workforce Development; Rural Community
Health System Planning and Development;
Rural Community Disaster Planning.

Radcliff, Tiffany Ph.D Associate Dean for
Research / Professor Health Economics;
Health Policy; Health Services Research;
Improving Quality of Care in Long-term
Care; Access to Care for Rural and Other
Underserved Populations; Improving Care,
Processes and Outcomes; Disaster
Preparedness and Response; Veterans
Healthcare; Economic Evaluation.

Schmit, Cason J.D. Research Assistant
Professor

Law as a Social Determinant of Health;
Health Information Technology; Health
Information Exchanges; Privacy,
Confidentiality, and Security of Health
Information; Public Health Reporting and
Surveillance; Pharmacists' Vaccination
Authorities.

Tomaszewski, Lesley Ph.D Instructional
Assistant Professor

Social Learning and Identity Formation; Gender
in the Workplace; Andragogy and Curriculum
Development.

Washburn, David Sc.D Assistant Professor
Global Health; Health Policy; Health Systems
Analysis; Strategic and Capital Planning; The
Diffusion of Innovations; Decision-Making
Behavior; Access to Care.




Texas A&M University School of
Public Health Research Sponsor

American Diabetes Association National Academies

Cancer Prevention and Research National Institutes of Health

Institute of T
nstitute ot lexas National Network of Public Health

Coastal Bend Health Education Institutes

Center . . )
National Science Foundation

DHHS-Administration for )
Community Living Robert Wood Johnson Foundation
The Network for Public Health

Law

DHHS-Centers For Disease Control
and Prevention

DHHS-Health Resources and Texas Alzheimer’s Research and

Services Administration Care Consortium

DHHS-Office of the Assistant Texa§ Department of State Health

Secretary for Preparedness and services

Response Texas Health & Human Services
Commission

Department of Veterans Affairs

USDA-National Institute of Food

Environmental Protection Agency And Agriculture

Health Care Service Corporation .
Walmart Foundation
HealthCore Inc.

Hogg Foundation

Houston Methodist Cancer Center

Houston Methodist Hospital

International Atomic Energy
Agency 65 new external grants
and contracts were
awarded to SPH

researchers during CY
2020 totaling $7,421,288



SCHOOL OF PUBLIC HEALTH

AT TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY

Texas A&M University and the School of Public Health
Office of Research is committed to creating an
environment that supports intellectual exchange,
debate and promotes diversity and inclusion in all our
activities.

SPH's mission is to provide education, conduct research,
and partner with communities and organizations to
improve the health of populations. The school views
health as a human right and has a special commitment
to improving health in cities, eliminating health
disparities, and promoting health in all policies.

The Texas A&M University is a Council on Education for
Public Health (CEPH) accredited institution.

Contact Us:
Texas A&M University School of Public Health
212 Adriance Lab Road
1266 TAMU
College Station, TX 77843-1266

T

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY

School of Public Hgalth
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